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there, and summoned the bravest and most devoted of his faction to join him. Kirkaldy of Grange, Morton, Lindsay of the Byres, Lord Lochleven and William Douglas answered his call, and six thousand of the best troops of the kingdom were under arms there, while Lord Euthven was making levies in Berwick and Angus, with which he was to join them.
On May 13th at daybreak Morton occupied the village of Langside, through which it was necessary for Mary to pass on her way to Dunbarton. Word was brought to the Queen when the armies were about three leagues apart. Her first impulse was to try to avoid a battle, for she remembered her last experience at Car-berry Hill which resulted in her being separated from Bothwell and haled back to Edinburgh. She gave voice to her opinion, and was supported by George Douglas, who retained his position at her side, clad in a suit of black armor, without device.
" Avoid a battle! " cried Lord Seaton, not daring to reply to his sovereign, but addressing Douglas, as if the opinion had been his originally; " we might perhaps da so if we were one against ten, but most assuredly not, when we are three against two. You hold strange language, young sir," he continued in a slightly scornful tone, " and you seem to forget that you are a Douglas, and that you are addressing a Seaton."
"My Lord," George rejoined calmly, "if we were risking no lives save those of Seatons and Douglases, you would find me, I trust, as well disposed as yourself to do battle, though we were one against ten, or three against two; but at this moment we are responsible for an existence which is more precious to Scotland than those of all the Seatons and all the Douglases. My opinion still is, therefore, that we should avoid a battle,"